
Samuel Jeffers Childhood Cancer Foundation

2022-2023 Annual Report

We strive to change the vicious circle that
currently exists within childhood cancer: They are
rare enough that little awareness exists and very
little or no research is being done; therefore no
new drugs or therapies are developed; therefore
children affected by some of these types of
cancers are sentenced to almost certain death.

We hope Sam’s Foundation will make a positive
impact on some of these rarer types of children’s
cancer and also reduce the risks of relapses,
secondary cancers and health complications
from current treatment plans.

Dear SJF Family,
As we reflect on the past years, I am honored to
share with you the impact we've achieved
together as a compassionate and dedicated
community. It is with gratitude and pride that I
present this annual report, a testament to the
collective efforts that drive our mission forward.

How we raise funds for research and to help
families has changed due to the challenges
presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. Many of
the in-person events we participated in for years
no longer exist. Your unwavering support and
commitment to our cause have allowed us to
navigate uncertainties and continue making a
meaningful difference in the lives of the children
and families we serve.

None of our achievements would be possible
without the generosity of our donors, the
dedication of our volunteers, and the hard work of
our board of directors. As you peruse this annual
report, I hope you feel a sense of pride in being
part of a community that cares deeply about
creating better outcomes for children.

www.samjeffersfoundation.org

Director’s Message

Our Mission & Vision

Your support has been the driving force behind
every success, and we are profoundly grateful
for your continued belief in our vision.

With heartfelt appreciation,
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Update from Cornell

Pioneering Convection-Enhanced Delivery (CED)
Clinical Trial for DIPG: 
The aforementioned Phase I clinical trial delivering
124I-8H9 (Omurtamab) via convection-enhanced
delivery was successful, and the published results
proving the safety of this drug-delivery method has
enabled additional institutions across the country to
leverage Dr. Souweidane’s CED technique in
subsequent clinical trials that are underway today.
Based on a preliminary assessment, we are most
impressed with three longer-term survivors of this
disease that is considered universally fatal (4 years, 7
years, and 11 years). This type of experience has
certainly fortified this therapeutic strategy and serves
as a basis for continuing with this very exciting
approach. The team is currently in discussions with a
major drug company to provide a hopeful drug
conjugate for the next phase of this work, and a
multi-center trial is under development in partnership
with the Pediatric Brain Tumor Consortium (PBTC).
Alternative drug delivery methods such as
convection-enhanced delivery have breathed new
life into the science, allowing the lab team to explore
the potential efficacy of pre-existing molecules and
combinations that were otherwise unable to
penetrate the blood-brain barrier.  

Below is an excerpt from Weill Cornell Medicine's
End-of-Year Update focusing on the work of Dr.
Mark Souweidane MD, FACS, FAAP & Vice Chairman
of the Department of Neurological Surgery at Weill
Cornell Medicine in NYC, whom Sam's Foundation
has long supported....  

A diffuse midline glioma (DMG) is a pediatric brain
tumor that grows in the areas of the central nervous
system that are found in the midline, which is the
natural centerline of the brain. The majority of these
tumors are found in an area of the brainstem called
the pons, which controls critical functions like
breathing, swallowing, and heart rate, and they are
referred to as diffuse intrinsic pontine gliomas (DIPG).
DMGs can also be found in other midline structures
like the thalamus, and spinal cord. 

These tumors are extremely aggressive and they are
almost always inoperable because of their location
and tendency to invade neighboring tissue. The
median overall survival of children diagnosed with
DIPG and DMG is approximately 9 months. Less than
ten percent of children diagnosed with these gliomas
survive more than 2 years, making it one of the most
devastating pediatric malignancies. 

Dr. Mark Souweidane, a highly accomplished pediatric
neurosurgeon and compassionate advocate for
children, co-founded the Children’s Brain Tumor
Project (CBTP) at Weill Cornell Medicine in order to
have a dedicated lab team that focuses on
investigating DIPG/DMG for new therapeutic options.
Dr. Souweidane’s translational lab work is nationally
regarded for the development of drug delivery
techniques for childhood brain tumors that are not
amenable to surgical removal, DIPG in particular. 

Dr. Souweidane is highly regarded in the research
community for conducting the first-ever dose
escalation study using convection enhanced delivery
(CED) in patients with DIPG. The milestone Phase I
clinical trial, which investigated the safety of using CED
to bypass the blood-brain barrier and administer a
drug directly to a brain stem tumor site, resulted in no
serious adverse effects and no dose-limiting toxicity;
researchers concluded that the technique is safe to
use in children, opening the door to many potential
new treatment options and approaches.

CED has since been adopted at multiple institutions as a
result of Dr. Souweidane’s critical work. Dr. Souweidane is
the principal investigator (PI) for clinical trials that use
direct drug delivery as a novel therapeutic approach,
and minimally invasive surgery as a solution to
monitoring cerebral spinal fluid. He supplements his
laboratory research with clinical projects, both
independently and as a member of multi-institutional
studies, including the Children’s Oncology Group (COG)
and the Pediatric Brain Tumor Consortium (PBTC). 

www.samjeffersfoundation.org



For Danya Nunley, the
mother of cancer survivor
Eliana (on the right), it
started with a desire to
support our family when
Sam was on hospice in 2013.
She brings a contagious
energy, and motivates her
students to participate and
donate auction items. We
are so thankful that 11 years
later, Danya is still the
steadfast and passionate
face of our biggest yearly
event.   

Dance in Gold

After two years outside, our 11th
annual Dance in Gold and silent
auction was held indoors at Pismo
Beach Athletic Club. It was a terrific
venue with plenty of room for
dancing and a separate space for
the silent auction. Thank you to
Pismo Beach Athletic Club and its
staff for the warm welcome! 

A cancer survivor herself,
Heidy joined the team as a
Zumba instructor in 2015.
Since then her role has
grown to include  promoting
the event with her student
base, Arroyo Grande Parks
and Rec Department, and
local news media; wrangling
auction items; and sourcing
venues and event t-shirts.
Her optimism keeps us
moving forward for the kids.

www.samjeffersfoundation.org

Heidy Mangiardi
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Liora, Danya, and Eliana Nunley

For over a decade, our COO Erl has
tirelessly dedicated herself to supporting
children battling cancer and her
commitment remains unwavering. Our
Dance in Gold event stands as a
testament to her efforts. She is an
absolute master of organization and
presentation. Erl coordinates it all,
including the organizers. She's the silent
auction, decor, social media, not afraid to
ask anyone to donate anything guru.
Thank you, Erl Krasner!



Gold Days

Thank you, Arroyo Grande High
School, for you support over
the last decade. Each fall
AGHS holds a Miracle Minute.
Students in every class have
60 seconds to dig through
their backpacks for spare
change and bills to donate.
Over the last three years AGHS
has raised a total of $9,876! 

For the last few years Shell
Beach Elementary School 6th
Graders, under the guidance
of teacher Stacie Vanderlei,
have been holding a bake sale
to raise money for SJF. The
total raised by Shell Beach
Sharks since 2021 is $2915!

In 2021 and 2022 Nipomo
Elementary held Change for
Change, a coin drive for SJF.
In those two years they
raised a total of $1697.
Nipomo Tigers have been
supporting SJF since 2015!

www.samjeffersfoundation.org

AGHS Miracle
MinuteShell Beach Elementary

Nipomo Elementary
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Taylor Elementary School Gold Day



Cooking Up a Cure for Childhood Cancer

www.samjeffersfoundation.org

End-of-Treatment
Parties

Samuel Jeffers Childhood Cancer Foundation

The ways that we can all work together are limited only by our
imaginations. When Sam was alive and going through
treatment he saw many other children in the same situation as
he was, and he thought it was incredibly sad that there were
children who were sick and dying because there was no reliable
way for them to be helped. No child should ever have to face
that situation.                                                                      
Together, we truly can make a difference.



Families of children with
cancer can apply for financial
support through our website.
Family finances suffer a
double whammy during
treatment and beyond. Not
only do they have expenses
above and beyond what
insurance will cover (meals,
gas, lodging, car maintenance,
etc.). Many families also suffer
a loss of income because they
take time off from work in
order to take their child to
treatments that exceeds any
paid time off they might have.

Thanks to the initiative of Mary Okimoto, when
children complete their course of treatment at UCLA
Health their bravery and strength are celebrated with
an End-of-Treatment party. We are proud to partner
with Mary to help ensure these children get the fun
celebration they deserve.

www.samjeffersfoundation.org

Family Assistance

How your donations help

Pediatric brain tumors are very different from those
found in adults, and they need to be treated
differently. Funding for pediatric brain tumor
research is critical, since treatments discovered for
adult brain tumors are not appropriate or effective
in children. Your support of the DIPG/DMG research
underway at the Children’s Brain Tumor Project will
enable the team to continue this passionate work
toward uncovering cures for this devastating
disease. It will help give these children hope, and
ultimately, help keep families whole.

End-of-Treatment Parties

Research
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How You Can Help

Make a direct contribution on our website www.samjeffersfoundation.org
Offer a portion of your business’ sales to the Foundation       
Donate goods or services for one of our silent auctions        
Organize a fundraiser in your own community, such as a Lemonade Stand, bake sale,
car wash, garage sale, coin collection at school or work, and many other ways.          
Host a GOLD DAY event at your children’s school.   Visit our website at
www.samjeffersfoundation.org/goldday or just e-mail us and ask!   We will do
everything we can to guide and assist you in this simple process!
Volunteer at one of our many fundraisers (serving lemonade, baking cookies or
cupcakes, etc.).
Invite us to hold a Lemonade Stand at your place of business, school or other event.
Like us and Share our activities on Facebook and elsewhere and just “spread the
word” about our Foundation to others in the community.

Samuel Jeffers Childhood Cancer Foundation

P.O. Box 270
Grover Beach CA 93483
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 cookingupacureforchildhoodcancer cookingupacure4childhoodcancer

@cookingupacure4 samuel jeffers childhood cancer foundation

http://enough4now.blogspot.com/

